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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


while llvtttK with Iter second husband, 
repented aud desired admission into 
the church on the grounds that her 
flrst husband had dli-d. Decided tlutt 
she could elite j the church on); upon 
asauranc* that her flrtt husband wu 
deed. 

Here ml In wed a lengthy discussion 
on their pre* Inns system of arranging 
for rail road excursions. Some of the 
districts made arrangements for them- 
selves notwithstanding that the breth- 
ren appointed fer this work bad auki 
made arrangements for them. Here 
was Involved a question of veracity and 
fearing that the K. R. companies 
might think them dishonest they ap- 
pointed one man to make all 11 necessary 
arrangements and vote on a motion Id 
wlii oh every district was to accede) to 
t he arran ge men ts m ade ■ by the one ep- 
pointed. 

A letter waa re»d in which was ad- 
vised the disuse of tobacco. Thechureb 
generally regardi the use of tobacco aa 
an evil, and many were tbe speeches 
made against the "noxious weed.'' 
Elder Overheltzer plead with tears 
that the brethren might abstain from 
this evil, and many were the tears shed 
by tbe memberf while he portrayed the 
evils resulting from its use. Elder H. 
Davidson, of White Pigeon, Michigan, 
was the Henry Clay in this controversy 
and advocated leniency. Decided that 
members should endeavor to abandon 
tbe habit and especially the ministers 
and elders. The Moderator Informed 
your correspondent that in some die 
trl eta they will not admit into the 
church persons who use tobacco, 

A query was sent in from Cumber- 
land Co., Pa. , asking whether a broth- 
er who was a salesman for some firm 
could attend a Granger's meeting or 
picnic ane exhibit machinery for sale. 
Decided that the interests of the soul 
come first and that such places are not 
lit places for the Christian . 

The mustache caused a very enthu- 
siastic discussion In which many par- 
ticipated. One, Elder Mlshler, tried 
to get to the bottom of t blags. He 
argued that Adam when he was male 
and female had notmuoh if any hair on 
bis upper lip. Thought that Christ 
had not much of a mustache because 
his mother bad none and the Holy 
Ghost had none. He ilifii declared 
that It was the "mark of the beast" 
which according to the prophecies of 
Daniel had Its manifestation, perhaps 
Its flrst manifestation in the ''Napoleo- 
nic dynasty.'' This was by many con- 
sidered a solid argument when T. A, 
Long arose and declared that the 
N azarites were a hairy people and that 
Christ was a Nazarlte. He also stated 
that all artists represented Christ as 
having a beard and mustache. Elder 
II. Davidson thought the question had 
been amply discussed and wanted it 
closed. 1 1 was decided that the mem- 
bers exercise for baa ranee and that the 
beard be kept in order. 

Tbe most i mportanl subject before 
the conference was the missionary 
work. I was surprised to see the 
missionary spirit manifested. They 
have as yet no foreign missionary ; 
but fur home missions they are doing 
more than I expected. Some confidence 
had been lost lu the management of 
the mission board because some of the 
monev was used to pay otber expenses; 
but- reparation was made aud eon- 
niieiicH restored, it was decided that 
two men be kept In tbe field from 
November until Hay. 

Other subject* of less Importance 
were discussed. One strange feature 
In tbe convention was that men spoke 
In tbe English and German languages. 
They pay little attention to par- 
liamentary usages, but have no tr u 
ble to mantaln order. One thing that 
shows spiritual development must be 
said of those in attendance aud that Is 
tbe regard they have for one another, 
In honor they preferred one another. 
Confessions of wrong are freely made 
when they unintentionally wound one 
anothei 's feelings. 

For the present ther vote by dele 
gales. It Is an experiment with them 
and to a year or more they will vote by 
churches and determine whether the 
system shall be permanent. The 
delegate system to me seems to be the 
only fair way of voting. 

H. Davidson, who Is tbe father of 
Hiss H. Frances Davidson, formerly a 
student or Ashland College, Is the 
editor ol their periodical, the Evan- 
gelical Visitor. This Is a neat paper 
and bespeaks taste on the part of the 
editor. It ia also an experiment and 
will be determined by vote of , the 
several churches as to whethsr of not 
It will be continued. Tbe editorial 
management and the matter the paper 
coo tains la a credit to the church. 

Tbe Moderator is an exemplary man 
la bis conformity to tbe customs ot 
ebarch. His ruling was not arbitrary 


and he showed much caution and dis- 
cretion. 

Elder Lookenbaugh of south western 
Ohio Is one of the fathers among them. 
While be la up In years and has lost 
the vigor of manhood, yet his counsel 
fa much sought. Taking all In all 
everything passed off pleasantly and 
aa I believe satisfactorily to all. While 
I differ with them In some things yet 
I must say that the spirit of the Lord 
Is upon tbetn and according to the 
talents they have it may be said of 
them as of one of old "They did what 
they could." 

Their next conference will be In 
Ontario, Canada. 

COS kk . 


Miami Valley Items. 

No. 20 is news — good news 
everywhere. It is very encour- 
aging to find the church every 
where in line, ami with their 
coats off hard at work. 

On Friday, the 11th, we closed 
oar meetings in the Christian 
church in the western part of 
Dayton. We only bad meetings 
part ot tbe week, four in ail, aud 
on the last evening we gave the 
only invitation. Three came out. 

Tbe Dayton church has ap- 
pointed Sunday afternoon to at- 
tend to the ordinance of baptism. 
This was my regular appoint 
ment at Miamiiburg, and aa I 
could not get back in time, Bra. 
P. J. Brown kindly attended to it. 

Seven were baptized, and one 
waa taken in by relation. 

We are trying to get up a little 
boom for our S. S. convention at 
Fairview, near Washington, C. 
H., on June 15, and to last over 
Sunday. 

Tbe Railway Co. running di- 
rect to place of meeting has, of- 
fered us very reasonable rates. 
We refer our readers to another 
column for further particulars. 

Bro. Pearson, of North Star, 
Chio, wrote me the ultimatum 
concerning that "great" debate 
that was talked about so strongly 
some time ago. It saems that 
tbe party who made such un- 
christian assertions from his pul 
pit found oat that he struck a 
snag, and tbat people will not 
put up with his insults and im 
punity. 

We had already said that be 
wanted to get us to consent to 
meet some one else in delate. 
He had thrown out tbe insults, 
and we would meet no one else, 
We cared nothing for their doc- 
trine, but we did want bim to de 
feud Lis language. Although he 
still denied the insult* he had 
uttered he confessed be was not 
able to debate the questions with 
ue unless we would, be confined 
to the Authorised Translation of 
the Bible. The honor of trnth 
oiid the Brethren church has 
been vindicated. I am not much 
of a believer in debates as a 
means of grace, yet we do not be 
lieve in allowing every preacher 
to burl his slang at us with im 
punity. Next ! ! ! 

Tbe Children's Department 
still keepB up its reputation, and 
seems to have taken a prepetnal 
lease on the seventh page. Then 
the best of it is tbat its influence 
is widening. We have the young 
eat correspondents on record 
Blanch Dubbel, of Lanark, III., 
only three years of age, and 
Howard Smucker, ol Downey, 
Pa., ia only mx years old. 

Bro. D. B. Good, of Wayne 
Co., surprised us laat Wednesday 
morning by giving us an unlook- 
ed-for visit. We bad more than 
a pleasant time aa we bad not 
met for some time. When true 
friends meat time teems to fly 
with extra speed. The pleasure 
we feel when trne friendship 
reigns is beyond expression. To 


be understood it must be realized. 

Bro. V. E, W ampler told a 
stern, stubborn fact when he 
said in last number that there 
was wealth enough in the "W- 
ley" to leesen, if not pay the 
debt of the College. 

If every one would do what 
Bro. Warn pier would do in ac 
cord an ce with their wealth, it 
would soon be paid. One man 
only may give one thousand dol- 
lars, and another only twenty or 
fifty, and yet the latter may be 
the more liberal. I amjuat won- 
dering if some of our readers do 
not think I am transcending- my 
prerogative in making these crit- 
icisms. However, if we will be 
tbe means of getting a few more 
dollars for the College we surety 
will be iorgiven, and ao good 
may come from what may be 
considered unwarranted interfer- 
ence. There is no danger ot 
arousing more liberality than we 
.will know how to control. 

Bro. Yoder made a good bit in 
his criticisms. The sentence: 
"The Elders considering them- 
selves the church, when their 
hobbies and their way of riding 
them are called in question, in 
eist that the church is assailed, 
and frantically cry for help to 
save it from the "gangrenous" in 
faction." I am afraid this feeling 
goes a little further than the G. B. 
church. Many people place their 
own particular belief as standard 
of orthodoxy and any deviatioD 
from this is heterodoxy. This, 
however, ie the sign ot a very 
narrow mind. Wherever met, it 
should be condemned without 
hesitation. It has ruined every 
church that bae tolerated it in 
the least degree. We must not 
think we will be free from it, for 
it is one of tbe strongest traits in 
some natures. So long as we are 
human we must expect to meet 
with it. It must be fought down 
before it carries the sway. It has 
not only been tolerated but act- 
ually fostered and encouraged in 
tbe old church that eventually it 
became its complete ruin. 

Bro. Toder'e commentary of 
1 Cor. xi, is reasonable and in- 
structive ; we might also add 
with emphasis that it is prac- 
tically spiritual. 

Last Sunday tbe lesson was 
"The Lord's 8upp«r." Ot course 
in many places it opened up the 
old controversy whether the 
meal eaten by the Lord and his 
disciples on his last night on 
earth was tbe Passover or not ? 
The Brethren Quarterly and 
many other S. 8. books taught it 
waa the Paeaover meal. 

This being a very disputed 
point, is it safe or right to teach 
poaitively this doctrine when it ia 
ao bard to prove ? I am not 
much in favor of teaching any- 
thing as fact that cannot be sub- 
stantiated beyond all doubt. To 
teach tbat this last meal of the 
Lord waa tbe Passover may be 
harmful. Because being doubt- 
ful, and then asserting it with 
such positiveneas, it may be the 
means' ot arousing doubt and 
awakening opposition to the 
Lord's Supper. This is but na- 
tural, for there is just aa much 
controversy about the one aa the 
other. 

The least ef the Passover lasted 
seven or eight daya. One of tbe 
meals during these days waa the 
great feast when Paschal lamb 
waa slain aud eaten. The quea 
tion ia, Waa this supper the great 
feast or merely one of the minor 
meals ? Individually I favor tbe 


Paschal or passover lamb waa an 
emblem of Christ. Thequestion 
ia did Christ ever partake of the 
paeaover T As it was a very 
important type of himself it is 
very doubtful whether be did. 
Tbe loaf and cup were also em- 
blems of himself, and it ia gener- 
ally conceded tbat he did not 
partake ot them on tbat account. 
We come to lhat conclusion from 
Matthew 26 : 29. 

However as this subject bap- 
pens to be under consideration 
right now, I will venture another 
remark. The expression and 
idea of a "full meal" seems to 
have entered into onr religious 
vocabulary, until, among our- 
selves, it has become a recognised 
and n accessary phrase. The ex- 
pression "full meal" is suggestive 
of merely satisfying the appetite. 
In fact it almost verges on the 
vulgar. There is something about 
it, tbat, to many sensitive minds, 
implies gormandizing and glut- 
tony. I am far from meaning any 
disrespect by these remarks. 
On the contrary, I mention it 
with due reference, and with sb 
much delicacy as the matter will 
permit. 

Many of us nee the expression 
without realizing what others 
feel when they bear it for the 
first time in a religious sense. 
We use it aroang ourselves as a 
common expression; but in many 
localities it is not very common. 
Then is it any wonder that pen 
pie should accept it with some 
degree of suspicion? Come bretb 
ren, let us be reasonable. 

Here is a divine institution — 
full of sacred and inspiring mem 
orios, with a very secular, com 
mon aud carnal name. To see 
men surround a table, emphasiz- 
ed and consecrated as the "Lord's 
Table," and make a business ot 
eating a meal as they would in 
their own houses, is just about 
what tbe expression "full meal" 
implies. To eat to the satisfying 
of tbe carnal appetite merely, is 
not nor cannot be very conducive 
to spirituality. It is this with 
out doubt that Paul referred to 
when he said, "What have ye 
not bouses to eat and to drink 
in 7" Let us by all means keep 
the idea of a feast prominent — 
but it is a love feast. This was 
the primitive name. There is 
nothing suggestive sf a carnal 
feast in this. The tables should 
be spread by all meant, and 
material placed tbereon implying 
abundance but not superfluity — 
implying nourishment but not 
glnttooy. 

The Lord's Supper teaches us 
some spiritual lesson, or it is 
valueless. We must recognize 
the spiritual above the carnal. 
Where the Lord blends both to 
getber neither should he neglect- 
ed. Under bo circumstance 
should the Lord's Supper hide 
tbe Lord from us — it should be 
the means of keeping tbe way of 
communion open. 

We accept this feast as the 
Lord's appointed means of grace 
by which the soul is fed. But 
let it not be intricate or con- 
ducive to carnality but rather as 
plain and simple as possible to 
keep the great principles ot the 
Lord alive. 

Bro. Vernon tells us another 
fact in bis items last week. And 
I want to add my testimony to 
show bow completely the old 
Dunkard church is losing bar 
bold on the people. I frequently 
meat with young men of prom- 
inence iu this city, who were 
attar idea. How is this I The 1 raised under Dankard influences 


wbo have still much respect for 
the old church ; but speak ot it 
intones of sadness and commis- 
eration, because ol the ignorance 
and superstition. 

The idea of some of these 
young men, brimful of snap, in- 
teligence and liberality, moving 
for six days in the midst ot peo- 
ple ot learning and broad views, 
and then on Sundays sitting 
down to the kind of services to 
be heard in aome of the churches 
in tbe "Valley," At which time 
there will be four or five sermons 
preached. A od where one hears 
very little that will beautify the 
soul. 

These same ministers are otten 
good business men. They are 
not long learning how to "con- 
form to tbe world" when a tew 
dollars ars to be made. Many oi 
them are great financiers, and in 
money speculation their advice 
is worth something. Yet in re- 
ligion their smartuesa aud wiedom 
aeema to leave and sometimes 
they manifest more ignorance 
than ie really excusable. 

These young prominent people 
referred tj above know very 
little about our progressive move- 
ment. In tact it lias made but 
little stir iu Dayton so lar. We 
need to let the people know that 
there is such an institution. It 
may cost some courage, sacrifice, 
and outlay. 

We should be able to get meet- 
ings held regularly in some 
prominent place, where we will 
compel notice, aud eventually be 
the means ot bringing back many 
to their first love, and recognize 
that colleges, and education has 
caused the church to progrees 
and Btripped it of ignorance and 
superstition. "Let your light so 
shins," says Jesus. 

We will endeavor to put the 
College subscription lists sent me 
into circulation with the hope 
that they may do some good. 

We have just heard of the death 
ot one of our Dayton members. I 
was requested to preach tbe fu- 
neral, which wil! take place next 
Sunday forenoon, iu what is call- 
ed the Hawker church 
about six or seven miles from 
tnwn. 

Some person from Pennsylva- 
nia wrote me a letter. I do not 
know whether he is a brother or 
not. From all the evidences, I 
do not think be is. As tbe letter 
ba« something ot importance in it 
— in fact is ot general interest, 
therefore will publish all or part 
ol it. It may form the nucleus 
for quite an interesting discus- 
sion, 

I am glad to see that we all 
like to look after the general 
welfare of the church. That is 
the symptom of a healthy church. 
If we were all willing to put up 
with anything, aud be satisfied 
with what ever may happen, it 
would not be long before we 
would sink into oblivion. 

Edward Mason. 


Hurrah For The Ohio Sabbath 
School Convention ! 

Bro. Uarber : — Yuu will please 
announce that there will be a 
special train from Dayton to the 
convention on Sunday, June 17, 
at a fare ol one dollar tbe round 
trip, children one half of this, 
that is fifty cents. 

Now I trust that all will go 
who can and we will make tbe 
convention a grand success. 

Halt fare rates on otber days. 
Tbe time of departure tor the 
special train will be announced in 
due time. 

V. E. WampIh. 
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